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Charity Newsletter Summer 2026 Edition
Welcome to the summer edition of our Well Wishers newsletter – keeping you up to date on 
Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust’s charity activities.
The charity has enjoyed another busy few months and has continued to build partnerships in the 
community and the borough’s business world.
Once again, generous supporters and fundraisers have helped us make a difference to the people 
who use our services in the hospital and community.
Remember, there are lots of ways YOU can get involved!						    
To find out more contact the team on 01922 656643 or wht.fundraising@nhs.net

Theatre 11’s Inspiring Snowdon Challenge  
Battling harsh weather and steep climbs, the Theatre 11 team 

conquered Yr Wyddfa (Snowdon) in memory of their much-loved 
colleague, Sam Smith.  

Their determination paid off, raising an incredible £4,166 for children’s recovery areas at Walsall 
Manor Hospital, helping create brighter spaces for young patients. 

The hike on Saturday 16 May was made possible with support from generous sponsors—
Geoff’s Decks, J.A.B.S Event Hire, Walsh Funerals and Memorials, and Drain Doctor Walsall. 

Well done to the team for coming together and braving the elements.

Fundraise SupportDonate EventsLegacies
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Layton’s legacy lives on  
A fundraising couple whose baby son was stillborn at Walsall Manor Hospital 
have continued trying to help other grieving families. 
Katie Perry and Liam Riley-Stewart lost their son 
Layton on 9 July 2024 and were so grateful for 
the support they received to enable them to 
spend precious time with him in the days that 
followed they vowed to “give something back” to 
Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust. 
In October 2024, Katie and Liam bought a cuddle 
cot in little Layton’s memory and handed it over to 
Laura Atkinson, Specialist Bereavement Midwife, 
and Georgie Westley, Fundraising Manager at the 
Trust. Cuddle cots keep babies’ bodies at a cooler 
temperature meaning they can spend more time 
with their parents after they have passed away. 
Businesses rallied round to provide Katie with 
raffle prizes to raise the cash needed to buy the 
pram through the 4Louis charity that works across 
the country to support anyone affected by the 
death of a baby or child. The charity also works to 
improve healthcare for bereaved Families. 
As they wanted to continue supporting 
bereavement services and bereaved parents, 
Katie came back to the hospital earlier this week 
to see Laura and Georgie with a privacy pram. 
The couple, who have a daughter Lyla, three, 
have been able to buy the pram following their 
latest fundraising drive. The pram, which carries 
the message ‘Please respect my privacy’, means 
parents can transport their babies discreetly and 
safely within the hospital setting.
Katie said: “We wanted to provide an alternative 
for parents as opposed to having to rely on colder, 
clinical approaches to taking their baby to the 
mortuary for example and the privacy pram also 
means parents can take their baby for a walk 
discreetly too. It’s important those of us who 
have lost a baby have the chance to make our 
memories too and get to do the things we would 
have done if we had been able to take our babies 
home.” 
The pram has a sticker on it saying: Donated in 
Memory of Layton Jay Thierry Riley-Stewart, the 
same as the cuddle cot that Katie, 28, and Liam, 
25, handed over in October 2024. 

Bereavement Midwife Laura said: “We are 
so thankful to Katie and Liam for buying 
this privacy pram for us, it will make such 
a difference to our bereaved families and 
their babies. It really does feel like Layton’s 
legacy, and he would be so proud of his 
incredible mummy and daddy who are, 
despite their own grief, so dedicated to 
helping others who have suffered loss.”

Another charity win 
Boxers and fundraisers made a 
powerful combination raising more 
than £3,500 to support patients. 
Well Wishers once again staged its eighth popular 
boxing match, supported by local hero and former 
British lightweight boxing champion Martin 
Gethin, Patron of the charity. 
This year’s event also saw younger boxers in the 
ring, supported by their friends and families. And 
a record amount of £3537.80 was raised, which 
will be used to buy an OMi Mobii projection 
system for the hospital’s Dementia Unit. This will 
be used to encourage patients’ movement and 
improve their concentration, emotional wellbeing 
and social interaction. 
Among those boxing were Andy Gilkes who 
took part in the first event back in 2016 and has 
been a regular over the years. He took part in an 
exhibition bout with his opponent. 
He said: “Not only are we raising money for Well 
Wishers but holding an exhibition match like mine 
encourages people to get in the ring – it’s about 
showing support for boxers and helping their 
confidence grow too. 
“And having some of the younger boxers this year 
will have done wonders for them, taking part in 
front of a crowd cheering them on. I love being 
part of these charity matches.” 
For Lee Donaldson, who is 39, taking part also 
reminded him of why he loved to box in his 
younger years. 

“I signed up because my wife told me I’d got to – 
happy wife, happy life!” he joked. 
“But it has been brilliant to take part, there’s 
such a great, supportive atmosphere and all 
for charity.” 
And Lee’s wife Kirsty, who is an Advanced Clinical 
Practitioner, at Walsall Healthcare, also made 
biscuits to sell, raising £400 towards the total. 
Matt Chaloner found himself competing twice 
when a boxer had to pull out. 
“I wasn’t expecting that but did feel confident 
and I won both my matches which is a great 
feeling. Everyone taking part has a great attitude 
and we all wanted to support Well Wishers,” he 
said. 
Previous events have also raised significant funds 
for patients with dementia as well as the hospital’s 
Children’s Ward and Goscote Hospice. 
Martin said: “It was another great night and 
that’s a fantastic amount to have raised for 
Well Wishers – it’s got to be one of the best 
yet. 
“Thank you to everyone who took part, showing 
the best sportsmanship and respect in the ring, 
and everyone who bought tickets and supported 
the raffle on the night too. I’m sure we’ll do it all 
over again soon.”
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Inspiring charity fundraisers take centre stage
Inspirational fundraisers who have supported patients of all ages through Well 
Wishers have had their selfless efforts recognised at a special awards event.
Hosted by the former Mayor of Walsall, Councillor Louise Harrison, supporters who have walked, baked, 
donated, run, cycled and crafted to raise money were invited to a celebration afternoon tea and tour of 
the Mayor’s parlour, ahead of six accolades being presented. 
Georgie Westley, Walsall Healthcare Fundraising Manager, said: “We held our first awards event towards 
the end of 2024 and it’s so important for our charity that we continue to acknowledge the phenomenal 
commitment of our fundraisers who are often “giving something back” following their own experiences. 
“It was quite emotional to hear all the nominations and stop and reflect on people’s dedication and 
kindness and their determination to help others. 
“I’d like to thank the Mayor of Walsall for hosting this event and congratulate all our winners 
while reminding all our shortlisted nominees that they should be very proud of themselves.”

Special mention too goes to the shortlisted nominees
Geoff’s Decks, Best of Walsall, Cheslyn Hay Academy, Myles Rich, Claire Flatt, Venugopal 
Guduri, Theatre 11, Andrew Straughan, Pelsall Community and Arts Centre, Walsall FC 

Supporters Trust, Crafting for Communities and Libby Mae’s Little Angels. 

Carla Gonzalez
Young People’s Support Award  

Katie Perry
Charity Recognition Award  

Rainer Derry
Rising Star Award

Vibrant Networks
Business Support Award  

Matthew Chalenor
Supporting Staff Award

Sue Parfitt
Special Recognition Award
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Market Stalls
for June 2026

Monday 1 June
Abi’s Bags 
LB Jewellery
Tuesday 2 June 
Anna Ainsley
Gordon Sanderson Art
Wednesday 3 June
Make-Up Dave
Stella Bloom Boutique
Thursday 4 June
100 Per Scent
A Little Bit of Sparkle
Friday 5 June
Wonderful 3D Printed 
Things
Julie FM Fragrances
Monday 8 June
Bramble Berry Fairies
Global Gifts
Tuesday 9 June
Simon Remington 
Fragrances
Mitchell Jackson
Wednesday 10 June 
Petblox
Bilston Baby Box

Thursday 11 June 
Milly Jane Makes
Minnie’s Crystals
Friday 12 June 
Abi’s Bags
Meamera
Monday 15 June 
Adeve Aromas 
Retro Toys
Tuesday 16 June 
Boho Gardens
Simon Remington Perfume
Wednesday 17 June 
Make-Up Dave
Mitchell Jackson
Thursday 18 June 
Jill’s Creations
Judith’s Crocheting
Friday 19 June 
Global Gifts
Jill’s Creations 
Monday 22 June 
Usborne Books
LB Jewellery

Tuesday 23 June 
Bilston Baby Box 
Dark Foundry No.8
Wednesday 24 June 
Perfume Paul 
High Seamstress
Thursday 25 June 
Jill’s Creations
Lola’s  
Make-Up Dave
Friday 26 June 
M&S
Monday 29 June 
Angel Wing Crystals
Michelle Makes  
Wonderful 3D Printed 
Things
Tuesday 30 June 
LB Jewellery
Jackson’s Collectibles

In the 
Main Atrium,

9am - 5pm

Enoch Evans partnership continues to succeed
A successful Make a Will Fortnight campaign will help give the Children’s 
Emergency Department at Walsall Manor Hospital a brand-new look. 
Solicitors Enoch Evans, based in Walsall, chose to 
support Well Wishers once again this year and 
raised £1,585 as part of the fundraising drive. 
Georgie Westley, Fundraising Manager, said: “We 
are really pleased to have the support of Enoch 
Evans again this year following the annual Make A 
Will Fortnight partnership. 
“It has been running for several years now and 
continues to be a very successful campaign. 
“The money raised this year will go 
towards new wall graphics in our Children’s 
Emergency Department, helping to create 
a more welcoming environment for young 
patients and their families.” 
The Emergency Department will use the funds to 
add permanent artwork to the cubicles to make 
them look less clinical and more child friendly. 

“The aim is that the refurbished area will help 
the children to feel more relaxed when they 
are with us, and will also help the children with 
neurodiverse conditions, or learning disabilities 
as the artwork will be used as distraction 
techniques.” 
Richard Neea, Partner and Head of 
Department at Enoch Evans, added: “Enoch 
Evans Solicitors are very proud to continue 
supporting the Well Wishers charity. 
“To be able to give back to Walsall Manor 
Hospital and its community services, is a real 
privilege. 
“We have previously supported projects such as 
Maternity Services, Discharge Lounge and Child 
Development Centre, and we are really proud to 
be continuing our support.” 
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Our summer
roadshow is officially

kicking off and coming to
a neighborhood near you. 

Come and say hello, learn more 
about what we do and find out 

how you can get involved.

1

2

Saturday 6 June, 11am-5pm

Willenhall Carnival
Willenhall Memorial Park, Pinson Road, WV13 2PW

Sunday 28 June, 11am-4pm

Armed Forces Day
Walsall Arboretum Extension, 
139 Broadway North,
WS1 2QB

W3LL W1SH3R

4

Friday 7 August, 10am-3pm

Asda St. Matthews 
George Street, Walsall, WS1 1RS

5

Saturday 29 August, 12pm-7pm

Walsall Pride
Walsall Arboretum Extension, 
139 Broadway North,
WS1 2QB

3

Saturday 4 July, 11am-5pm

Pelsall Carnival
Pelsall Common, Vicarage Road, Walsall, WS3 4AZ

WATCH THIS SPACE AS FURTHER DATES TO BE ADDED

walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk/charityFollow us online: @WellWishersWHC

Netting a great charity result
They came, they scored, they raised hundreds of pounds for Well Wishers, 
netting a fundraising win. 
Viral content creators Crouchy FC, managed 
by the People’s Pundit youtuber, teamed up 
to play a charity football match against Inter 
Legends FC at Walsall’s Pallet-Track Bescot 
Stadium, home of the Saddlers, on Sunday   
10 May. 
And there were plenty of goals to cheer with the 
final score 13-5 and Inter legends FC claiming 
victory. But the real winner was the charity which 
will be using the £262, doubled to £524 by Jack 
Whiting, Inter Legends FC founder, for Walsall 
Manor Hospital’s new Dementia Unit. 
Danny Aarons, known for his Fifa-related content, 
was among the internet stars taking part who 
included Pie Face and Jensen Not Button, and was 
a real hit with cheering supporters. 
He said: “We’ve all had a great time, despite being 
beaten, and it’s a good result for the charity.” 
Ahead of the game Tyler D’Cruz, former Reading 
City player, said the Legends were feeling confident 
they would come away with the win. 
“It’s all about charity at the end of the day though 
and that’s why we’re all here,” he said. 
Jack, whose side included So Solid Crew’s MC 
Harvey, said there had been plenty of banter 
between the teams. 
“It was never in doubt we were going to win,” 
he joked. “We were the better side. But in all 
seriousness, it’s just so good to do something like 
this for charity. It’s been a great afternoon.” 

Georgie Westley, 
Fundraising Manager, 
said she wanted 
to thank everyone 
taking part, as well 
as Well Wishers 
volunteers who 
helped out at the 
match. 
She said: “I had 
been quite cheeky in 
contacting Jack to ask 
if Well Wishers could 
be considered as the 
charity to benefit and 
he agreed, so thank 
you Jack and the rest 
of the players. 

“It was a fun afternoon, and we know 
younger visitors in particular loved seeing 
their favourite internet stars.” 
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Pub fundraisers raise the roof
Staff and customers at a Walsall pub have raised more than £3,600 for Well 
Wishers to support young patients. 
The funds were raised through a series 
of festive fundraising activities, including 
a popular Breakfast with Santa event, 
followed by staff taking part in Dry 
January. 
Cleo Andrews and Kate Manning 
(who work at The Red Lion, Park 
Street), gave up alcohol for the month, 
while generous customers donated in 
support of their efforts, helping raise an 
additional £1,000. 
The money has been used to buy a range of toys and equipment for the Children’s Ward at 
Walsall Manor Hospital, including five 55-inch televisions on portable trollies. 
These items will help provide comfort, entertainment and distraction for children during their stay in 
hospital. 
Victoria Harrison, Paediatric Matron, said: “We are so grateful to the team at The Red Lion, Park Street. 
The donations will go towards improving the hospital experience for our young patients.” 
“The toys and TVs are fantastic, and I am sure they will help children feel more at ease.” 
Matthew Harper, owner of The Red Lion, said: “We’re incredibly proud of our staff for committing to 
Dry January and thankful to all of our customers who supported us along the way.” 
“Knowing the money raised will help make a difficult time a little easier for children in 
hospital makes it all worthwhile.” 
Additional gifts will also benefit patients across the wider Paediatric Department. 
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See our dedicated charity website for fundraising 
ideas and support, upcoming events and how to make 
a donation at www.walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk/charity
Call the Fundraising Team on 01922 656643 
or e-mail wht.fundraising@nhs.net
Don’t forget to follow us on social media!

@WellWishersWHC

Get in touch to support

Event Date Venue

NHS Birthday
3 July
9am to 5pm

Main Atrium,
Walsall Manor Hospital

Walsall’s Got Talent - The 
Auditions

5 July
12.30pm to 7pm

Pelsall Community and 
Arts Centre, Station Road, 
Pelsall, WS3 4BQ

Summer Fair
14 August
9am to 5pm

Main Atrium,
Walsall Manor Hospital

Walsall’s Got Talent - The Main 
Event

27 September
7pm to 11pm

Pelsall Community and Arts 
Centre, Station
Road, Pelsall, WS3 4BQ

Well Wishers Darts Event
2 October
7pm to 11pm

Rushall Labour Club, Liberty 
House, Lichfield Road, 
Walsall, WS4 1HB

Autumn Fair
12 October
9am to 5pm

Main Atrium,
Walsall Manor Hospital

Make a Will Fortnight 2 to 13 November
Main Atrium,
Walsall Manor Hospital

Christmas Tree Lights Switch on 
Children’s Ward Extravaganza

4 December
Main Atrium,
Walsall Manor Hospital

Festive Fridays
4, 11, 18 December
(9am to 5pm)

Main Atrium,
Walsall Manor Hospital

EVENTSEVENTS

2026CALENDAR

01
65

6 
v0

.3
 2

9/
05

/2
6


	Charity Newsletter Summer 2024 Edition

